- 1*" CLASS EDUCATION |
"L’eep 65% in the Classroom for Kids & Teachers

Exocutwe Summ nary

-Throughout America, there is @ fising. concem that publnc education is nat fulfmmg its mandate Whlle ptans to
increase overall ‘education funding through additional taxes are numerous, actually impacting the classroom:
. without tax increases is ‘what the real goal should be. It's what the pubhc wants, but the public hasn't been .
shown how it can be rationally and umformly achieved.,, until now. _ ,

Theraverage amaunt of each dollar spent an American education that actually makes it to the K-12 classmom is

61.7 cents, ‘By moving more. of the money already being spent on K-12 education to the classroom literalty
hundreds of millions of dollars more per state could be spent directly on kids and teachers thhout ransmg overall
: expend:tures or new taxes o

Msa _snmple, intuitive ar_ad_ rESbonsible solution,

' Make pubhc schuols more effective and efficient by requmng at laast 65% ,
of every K-12 education dollar be spent on “in the classroom instruction”
as def ned by the National Center for Educational Stat:sﬁcs.

Aocordmg to the National Center for Edugational Statnstlcs. four states have achieved the 65% goal wathout a
specific percentage mandate. The fop 5 states include: New York 68.3%; Maine 66.6%; Utah 65.2%; Tennessee
65.1%; and New Hampshire 64.9%. The NCES reports show that the national average of classroom- spending
has dmpped from 61.7% to 61.6% with three stafes that were above 65% dropping below that mark. . -

" The National Center for Educational Statistics definition of "in the classroom spending,” which seems to be
. adopted by the states, .appears below. ‘Generally, if the expenditure has to do with instruction of students in any
form, from learning to read to learning fo run a football pass pattern itis counted as being an *in the classroom’
expense _ . o L :

" “in the Classroom”. C : “Outside “Outside the Classroom“

-Classroom Teachers, Personnel Administration

Ganeral Instruction Supphes ' - Plant Operations & Mamtenance
Insiructional Aides . Food Services

. Activitios — Field Trip, Athlet:cs, Mus:c Arls . " Transportation
-Tuition Paid fo Out-of State Districls & Instructiopal Support including L;branans

Private Institutions for Special Needs Students Teacher Training & Curriculum .. .
L S{udent Suppo:t’— Nurses, 'Counselors .

For pahtlcal reasons it is vety helpfui that dithletics, arts, music, ﬁe}d tnps and mstruc'ncm and tumon for specual
. heeds students are all included in the NCES “in the classroom spending” definition. This will deny the validity to
- the opporent's arguments of “Johnny wom't be able to play football, Jane won't Iearn the wohn and Joe's
_special needs instruction won't be poss:ble " .

While evidence is dec|dedly mixed as to whether the amount of money Spent per child is a deten'nmant factor in
test scores; the raiomale for requiring more of cusrent expenditures to be spent on instruction.in the classroom is
intuitive, After all, it-is the activities. in the classroom that bear directly on that individual -child’s educational

_outcome, fiot the plethora of school district superintendents and other bureaucratic staffi ing, nor the often
mefﬁcuent ways schools cut their grass or paint their walls, : :




This publnc palicy goal shoutd be enacted in such a way as to protect local contral in education while demanding
statewide accountability for the money being spent, This is important both from a phllosophtaal public: polrcy

~ perspective and for the proposal's political viabilty.

This proposal calls fur enactmg in targeted states a reqwrement that:

. Every school district in a Staha shall achreve a minimum of 65% of theu' budget bemg spent on "m the
classroom® mstructzon usmg the Nation Center for Educational Statistics defmbons

2. School Districts that currentty fall below the 5% goal shall be requnred to increase. that percentage by a
minimum of 2% a year until the 65% goal is met . ,

3 'School Dastﬁcts would be required to send theu- annual prop0$ed budgets. 0. the State Supermnendent of
' ‘Publrc Instruction ven‘fymg that the 65% goal or 2% annual improvement is bemg made, :

4 Schiodl Dustncbs that believe they cannot meet e»ther the ‘65%. goal or 2% annual :mprovement can -
petition for a one-year waiver from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, -(or the highest elected
state educataon offi cnal) glong with their proposal of what can be achxeved toward reachmg the 65%

goat

5. The Swte Superintendent for Pubuc lnstructaon shall have 30 days. from a School Dvstncts pehuon to
either deny or grant the one-year waiver or grant a partial one-year wanver short of the 65% goal or 2%

: annual ingrease.

- 6. The Legvslature wnll he left with the Opportumty to de!ermme what punmve action may be taken if c.ertam
- School Districts do not voluntarily compty with the requxrements , ,

: Whae ‘each state may moomoraee slughtly different language, the- pnmples of the' 55% for *in the classroom

- instruction"-goal, for having the statewide-elected education head as an arbitrator and for leaving the conitcol of

.'umplementahon uitimately up to the .individua! School Districts and Béards should be consistent This

consistency will be imporiant in order to bring natianal prominence to this issue and the orgamzahons supporhng
the campangn effoms for its enactment. 5 '

The Electoral Goals of 1= CIm Educatnon
The Plan calle fOr the creation.of campaign oommltteas to gather sngnatums for placement of the issue on the

- November 2006 ‘bailot in possibly five locations: the District of Columbia, Arizona; Colorado, Michigan and

Okiahoma: Three of these states-(AZ, MI, OK) have first term Democratic Governors who will Ilke!y rn for re-
election. Coldrado will have. open governor's races because of term limits.- - Each face.looming budgetary
challenges which have ¢reated the potential for tax increase batties in their upoommg Legls!atwe sessions,

. According ta the NECS in each of these states the percentage of education doﬂars reaching the classroom is. - |

well below the nabonal average of 61. 5% with each state below 60% of the educauon money reachmg the

_classroom:;
pc , e .49.3%
Arizona = < .58.8% .
Colorado. - ~ ° - 57.9%
Michigan . . 57.4%
Oklahoma - 57.8%

Each ofthese Iocabons has an mituatwe pracess that is relaﬁve!y unexpenswe compared ta other states and 3

limitod number of larnge media outlets hat make an eamed media campaign poss:hle

“The. plan ulls for the'use of a nahonal 501(c)(4) orgamzatuon that will act as a ‘support. fnr the: siate mmpazgn

“commiftees by consohdatmg certain aclivities where eoonomtes of scale can be achneved general consulung, .




profesaonal agnature gathering, research media et cetera. This will. creahe national vnsuthy for the issue and
. ,help Tund state activities through a coordinated fundraising effort with direct contributions to the state
mrnmmees Enactrment of the plan needs to begin as soon as possible to’ ensure the greatest suocess

The Polttlcal Benef ts of 1“ Class Educatton

-Wrth the 1% Class Eduwluon issue on the ballot, Repubhcans w:ll have a viable answer to “in the classraom
‘improvement of education” without the riced to call for a tax increase, offsetting budget: cuts in other: popular
' programs or gimimick accounting and deficit spending. Omef |mportant but more: wngenttat pollhcal ad\ranhages .
May oCeur bemuse of the proposal, including: . :

1, -Spltttmg of the. Education Union, The 1% Class' Education proposal naturally pits administrators and
teachers at odds with one another with monies flowing from the former fo the lalter with'its passage.
.. Because most state education unions represent both administrators-and teachers; the -proposal will
create tremendous tension within the organization. ‘Every time the education establishment attacks this.
. propasal, it hurts its 'standing with the public and the majority of its membership, Every day and every -
* dollar the educztion establishment uses to defeat this proposal is a day and a doltar they.cannot spend
- .on other pohtacat activities. _

2. Diroct Fix for Pubtuc Education. ‘While voucher and. charter sehool. proposals have great ment. large
. segments of the voting publi¢c - especially suburban, atfiuent-women voters - view thiese ideas as an
. abandonment of public education, Women in particular want public educatzon fixed, not replaced. Once
additional fixing and funding of public education can be achieved via the 1% Class Education proposal,
targeted segrents of voters- may be more greatly predispesed to supporting voucher and charter school
proposals as Republicans address the voting public with greater eredibility on pubtlc education tssues

3. Estabhshes the Debate on Taxes and Government Spending. By highlighting - the mofﬁctencles of
* education spending, far and away the biggest budgetary item in every state, the 1% Clas$ Education
“initiative highlights the likely inefficiencies in all areas of state government.. What's- the percentage the

: Department of Motor Vehucl&s spends on administration verses diract serwoe to the pubhc" .

4. Allows’ the Use of Unltmtted Non-Personal Money for Political Positioning Advantages The
aforementioned benefits can be achieved with funding in any amount and from any source, In the era of
campaign. finance fimitations on candidates, PACs and parties, galvanizing an electarate. via. t.he
hituatlve prucess is a tremendous opportumty , ;

5. It Wms’ As \mth initiatives proposing tax fimits, term limits and the definition of marnage baltot SUCCEsS
“for the 1" Class Education proposal is exceedingly fikely, Moreover, the proposal can. galvamze public
political discussion, becoming a natural litmus test for candidates with thé electorate: Ifs intuitive
simplicity establishes either a beneficiary relationship with the VOiBrS or a noted dlsconnect based on

. the candidates support or opposition to the proposal

.' Cconctus:on' The 65% “In the Classroom” Reform Cantpa:gns Can Create Tremendous Pubnc'- |
- Pohcy and Political Benofits : :

The B5% “in the dassroom issue is the most inluitive way 10 make a significant. d:fference for students. parents,

" feachers, taxpayers and the political leaders willing to take the cause as their own. ‘As with'term fimits and the
supermajotity for tax increase reforms, the issue has the ability to bind together a coahbon across party lines
and political philesophtes that make its passage at the ballot extremety likely. ;

_The nexis of a. voting blog deeply concemed about the shanwmmgs ot public education, the budgemry
préssures states are facing, and the intuitive support for the 65% “in the classroom” idea gives. the st Class:
‘Education initiatives an opportunity to fundamentally reform the priorities of pubhc sohool spendtng that make up

more. than 50% of every state government‘s budget. . , i
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Tim Mooney at 480-518-6168 or tfmaz@aol.com - -




